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PORT HOPE FARMS OF 1880
Submitted by Daniel Fantore

Port Hope now has farms with hundreds of acres and
dairy farms are few and far between, but those that
remain are each milking hundreds of cows. How did farms
start in Port Hope? Thankfully we have the 1880
Agricultural Schedule of the US Census to tell us about
those Port Hope farms.

The Port Hope farms of 1880 were just a few years away
from woodlands. My Paschke family arrived in Port Hope
in 1871. They and their Thoms relations bought 40- or 80-
acre farms in Rubicon Township all for under $1000. The
Lawitzke farm was on Kinde Road at the northwest corner
of Rubicon Township, and the other family farms were on
the Port Hope Road south of town.

In 1880, farms were small compared to today’s farms. The
Lawitzke, Lange and Thoms farms were 40 acres, the Viert ~ Lawitzke Farm & Family

and Paschke farms were 80 acres. Most of the farms were a mix of tilled land and woodlands; the farmers were still clearing
their land of trees and brush. Port Hope farms in 1880 had cleared land ranging from as little as five acres to as many as 40
of 80. While the farmers were clearing their land, the wood was put to use whether as firewood or possibly wood for their
home and farm structures.

Every farm had working animals, either horses or oxen. Gustav Thoms had one ox, Carl Lange two oxen, the Viert farm two
horses, and the Paschke and Lawitzke farms had three horses each. There were two to four milch (milk) cows on each farm,
four on the Viert, three on Paschke, two each on Lawitzke, Thoms & Lange farms. Significant butter was churned on each
farm, from 150 pounds on the Thoms & Lange farms, to 300 pounds on the Viert farm. Each of these five farms had between
2 and 10 acres in grasslands or hay. These acres yielded the farms between four and 20 tons of hay for the winter for their
livestock.

Every farm had two swine, except Gustav Thoms who had three. This is interesting because this farm would later be known
to be a significant hog farm as compared to many of their neighbors who would raise just two or three hogs per year. As
many of you know, Thoms Family Hog Roasts are famous nationwide. Herman Viert had 12 sheep on hand in June of 1880 his
wife’ brother-in-law, Albert Lawitzke had three sheep on hand. Each of the farms had barnyard fowl, which were probably
chickens: 25 on the Viert farm, 10 on Paschke, 20 on Lawitzke, and five on the Lange and the Thoms farms.

The crops raised on each farm were similar with some variations. The most predominant crop on each farm was wheat, with
each farm raising from 15 to 24 bushels per acre. The Viert and Paschke farms usually grew from one to three acres of oats,
yielding from 25 To 40 bushels per acre. The Lawitzke farm grew a
half-acre of barley. Each farm raised significant bushels of Pulse,
Canadian peas. Potatoes are part of any good German diet of the
1880s and each farm devoted between a quarter acre to a full acre
to potatoes, yielding between 25 and 100 bushels. Each farm had
between a quarter to a half-acre planted in apple trees.

| read that four of Huron County’s acres were planted in tobacco in
1880. Imagine my surprise when | found out great-great
grandfather August Paschke was one of those Huron County
farmers growing tobacco in 1880! He reported raising 20 pounds
of tobacco on 1/8 acre as did step-son-in-law Herman Viert who
raised 30 pounds on the same amount of land.
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These family farms raised a variety of crops and livestock that the family lived on. Milk,
butter and eggs were raised from “milch” cows and chickens. Oats and hay were raised
for the livestock. Wheat was grown to make the family’s flour. Each family had a couple
or three pigs, enough to meet their meat or pork needs for the year. Potatoes were
grown on each farm. Acreage devoted to apple trees was counted on the census but
what is missing undoubtedly were
the large gardens full of cabbage,
rutabagas, carrots, and undoubtedly
other vegetables that made it to the
family table and cellar.

These 1880 family farms were
different than the largest farm in
Rubicon  Township; the W.R.
Stafford farm which was 600 acres
of tilled land, 100 of permanent
pasture, meadow, orchards or

. B Y T NeN vinyards. In 1880 Mr. Stafford
Four horse team needed to pull the heavy equipment owned 36 horses, 130 sheep, eight

Swine and 30 barnyard poultry, eight working oxen, six milk cows, 46 other cattle, six
dropped calves, purchased five cattle, sold 10 alive, and slaughtered 10.

The value of the farms in 1880 was estimated between $1500 and $3000 each, including
between $100 and $500 in livestock each. My how times have changed!

Dan Fantore

Earl & Charlie Schave at Uncle Will’s farm
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